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November 4, 2005 ‘

Peantylvania Board of Medicine el
PO Box 2649 ' AT
Hartishburg, PA 17105-2649 < S
SUBJECT: RESPIRATORY RESPIRATORY CARE CONTINUING EDUCATION
RE: PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN, VOLUME 35, NUMBER 41, PAGES 5520-5521 & 5523-5524 : -
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2005 g
PROPOSED RULE MAKING: STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE & STE BOARD OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

[
. .
[

As ] am sure you are aware, on Frday, July 02, 2004, Governor Edward G. Readell signed iato lsw Senate Bills No. 751 and
No. 762 which require individuals holding certification as Respitatory Care Pracritioners (RCPs) thof
Peansylvania o attend and compiese 20 houss of mandatory continuing educaton during each two-year certificate
period.

Undex the new lw the Pennsylvania State Boaed of Medicine and the Peansylvania State Boted of Oscopathic Medicine will
nﬁucwmumﬁﬁuuilmdwammmpaqﬁmmhuhelmhnmplmdzoandithouuohppmw_d
continning education offered by providers sppsoved by the State Board of Medicine and the State Board of Osteopathic
Medici |

It has been brought to the amtention of the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Society for Respiratory Care (PSRC), that
the legal counsel of the Pennsylvanis Bowd of Medicine is interpretiag the words, attend and complete, as applying only to
live, traditionsl continning education opportunities. This interpretation is, in the opinion of the Board of Disectors of the
PSRC and of oumerous respiratory care practiioners snd recpiratory cate departmcars in the Commonwealh of
Penngylvania, is contraxy 1o the intent of the law :

By its very definition the word, attend, means 10 be present at of to listen to ot heed. Néthuofd:endzﬁnidomin.fmlliw'
presentation eg, one can atvend 2 movic or taped peesentation. It is in this regard that we are uskiog the Pennsylvania Board
of Medicine to liberalize the interpretation of the regulations t include a combinstion of tadiional and non-traditonal
continuing education methode.

Traditional education methods could be & “live” presentation in which there is the sbility to have direct interaction with s
presentes c.g, 2 live web cast, telecoaference or a traditional classroom educatonsl preseatation.

Non-traditional education methods could range from pre-recorded presentations to jnternet-based prescntations to journal
xeview programs.

The Commoawealth of Pennsylvania acknowicdges and tecognizes the Eatry Level CRT Bxamination ofd.uNa&':galBond
fotkesphmzy(‘.m(Nnmzahmu&dngnlmhadmfotﬁekgdudmlofmmemPfumu).
The NBRC in tumn, has 2 Continuing Competency Program which demonsteates its compliance with the accredimdon
standards of the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA). This program permits respiratory cate practitioness
t0 provide proof of campletion of 2 minimum of 30 hours of Cstegory I Coatinuing Bducation (CE) acceptable to the
NBRC. Category I Continving Education is defined as participation in sa educstional activity directly related to respisatoty
thetapy or pulmonary function technology, which includes any one of the following: locturc, panel, wotkshop, seminar,
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symposium, ot distance education.

By requixing Respiratoty Care Practitionezs w0 only be able to camn continuing education credits by arending bve
presentations would place 3 financial hardship on individual respiratory carc practitioncss, respiratory care departments, und
hospitals, The uickle down result could potentially have an advesse affect on patieat care,

We all kaow there is a astionwide oursing shortage, however, according to the Buress of Labor Statistics; the fiekd of
fespiratory care is expected to grow at a rate of twice the average growth of all occupations. If respiratoty care pracutioness
are requited to eamn oll 20 CELPs at live presentations, many of them may not be able to renew thair lagal credentials because

. of alack of “Tive” cducational opportunities or the inability to remove themselves fom the work environment 1o attand ﬂme

presentstions.

Tast and cectainly not least, if the Pennsylvania Board of Medicine decides that only live CEU’s would be acoeptable to fulfill
a respitatory care practitioners’ continving education requitements, Peansylvania would be the only state that currendy would
nor recognize non-teaditional methods of coatinuing education.

The Board of Directors of the PSRC submits the following recommendations:

A combination of traditional and non-traditional CEU's (50% of the continuing education units must be from traditional
means and 50% from non-traditional mesns) to total 20 in 4 2-year renewnl petiod. Of these 20 CEU's we propose at least
one CEU be in the category of Ethics and one CEU be in the category of “Patient Safety”.

In dosing, we ask The Board of Mediciae to mvicw the information presented and make a decision based on this
information, which would be in the best interest of the Respiratory Care Profession sad most importantdy our paticnts.

Thank you very much for alowing us to preseat this information to youl

Sincerely,

w—'/‘//'s/ L/

Jobn Conrad, BS, RRT.NPS, RCP

2005 Legislative Afaits Chairperson
2005 President-Rlect

Peunsylvania Society for Respiratory Carc
Eaclosutes
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| . Pennsylvania Society for
G Respiratory Care, Inc.

Dear Respiratory Care Manager,

: By now you should have received a correspondence from the Pennsylvania State Board of Medicine and/or the
i Pennsylvania State Board of Osteopathic Medicine in reference to the new continuing education

for Respiratory Care Practitioners as stated in Act 55 of 2004 and signed into law on July 02, 2004. Act 55 of
2004 became effective on September 02, 2004. The State Board of Medicine and the State Board of
Osteopathic Medicine is currently promulgating regulations, which carry out the provisions of the law.

' The revision of the law requires licensces to aticnd and complete 20 hours of mandatory continuing education

; during each biennial certificate period. All respiratory care practitioner certificate holders must have attepded
and completed 20 hours of continuing education in respiratory therapy by December 31, 2006. Courses in
office management will not satisfy this requirement. Course attendance at programs which are approved or
offered by the AARC (American Association for Respiratory Care), AMA (American Medical Association)
Category 1, AOA (American Osteopathic Association) Category 1A or 1B, or the CSRT (Canadian Society for
Respiratory Therapy) will qualify for credit.

The Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Society for Respiratory Care (PSRC) is strongly opposed to the
strict and literal interpretation of the words “attend and complote”. We believe this interpretation could have a
negative impact on the ability of a respiratory care department to maintain adequate staffing in order to provide
safe and effective patient care while attempting to send its staff to attend and complete external, approved CEU
opportunities. We also believe this will create a financial hardship on individual respiratory care practitioners
who will incur expenses for travel, lodging, and meals in order to attend and complete an approved CEU
opportunity. _

The PSRC Board supports an interpretation of Act 55 of 2004 which would allow Pennsylvania respiratory care
practitioners to obtain their CEUs through a combination of “live™ presentations and independent self-directed
internet-based or computer-based studies, audiovisual programs, home study, ¢tc. These programs must still be
approved by the accrediting agencies mentioned in the document provided by the State Boards of Medicine and
Osteopathic Medicine.

The PSRC is asking for your assistance in helping us gather data, which we will utilize to create a document in
support of our recommendations for CEU’s to these boards. Please complete the enclosed survey and retum it

via email to llegislative/@psre net or via FAX to 570.275.3222 or return the completed form by July 15, 2005
to:

PSRC Legislative Affairs Committee

P.O. Box 541 :

Sellersville, Pa 18960 o

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. : P
Sincerely, ¢
John W. Conrad, Jr., BS, RRT-NPS : ‘. R

2005 PSRC President-Elect Gl
2005 PSRC Legislative Affairs Committee Chairperson coop



FROM (MONINOV 14 2005 14:41/ST. 14:39/No. 6880075279 P 10

Pennsylvania Society for
Respiratory Care, Inc.

CEU SURVEY

Name of institution {Oplional);
institution Size:
Size of Respiratory Care Staff:

Do you have a budget for educationtravel? If so,
would you please share the approximate amount
aliocated per therapist or for the department as a
whole?

5. Whatis the maximum amount of staff you could
send (at one time) to an educational opportunity
without compromieing patient care?

6. Do you support the Pennsyivania Board of
Medicine’s and the Pennsyivenia State Board of
Osteopathic Medicine's interpretations of Act 55
of 2004 wording “attended and compieted™?

7. Do you support the PSRC's proposed
recommendation for a combination of live
presentations and independent study and/or
intemet-based CEU programs?

8. Do you believe the State Board of Medicine's and
the State Board of Osteopathic Medicine'’s
interpretation would create a financia! hardship
for your department?

9. Do you believe the State Board of Medicine's and
the State Board of Osteopathic Maedicine’s
i tion would create a financial hariship
for individual therapists?

10. Comments:

1.
2.
3.
4,

Please complete the enclosed survey and return it via email to llegislative@psre net or FAX to 5 70.275.3222,
or return the completed form to PSRC Legislative Affairs Committee, P.O. Box 541, Sellersville, Pa 18960
Attention: John Conrad, RRT-NPS, Committee Chair.
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Internet-Based CME as Effective as Live Approach

Reuters Heaith Information 2005. © 2006 Reuters Ltd.

Republication or redistribution of Reuters content, including by framing or similar means, is
expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be limble for
any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in refiance thereon. Reuters and the
Reuters sphere loge are registered trademarks and trademarks of the Reuters group of
companies around the world.

By David Douglas

NEW YORK (Reuters Health) Sept 12 - internet-based continuing medical education appears to
be at least as effective as conventional interactive workshops, according to the resuits of 8
randomized, controlied trial.

“Because of its convenience and reach, online continuing medical education has become
increasingly popular among practicing physicians. However, littie has been known about its
overall effectiveness,” lead investigator Dr. Michael Fordis of Baylor College of Medicine,

. Houston told Reuters Heath.

To investigate, Dr. Fordis and colleagues recruited 97 primary care physicians from the Houston
area who were randomized to Internet-based CME thet could be completed in multiple sessions
or to a single, live small-group interactive workshop. The contenl invoived national guidelinas on
high blood cholestero!, pharmacotherapy and intensive trestment of patients with coronary heart
disease.

Knowiedge was assessed before, Immediately after the sessions and 12 weeks later. The
percentage of high-risk patients who were treated in accordance with the guidelines was
assosucll in a S5-month period before the intervention and in the 5 months following the
intervention,

Both of the interventions provided similar and significant immediste and 12-waek gains in
physiclans’ knowledge, Dr. Fordis' group reports in the September 7th issue of the Jourmnal of the
American Medical Association. Compared with pretest scores, there was an increase of 31%
Immediately after the intervention and 36.4% at 12 weeks.

There was no significant change seen in either group in patient screening rates. At baseline,
these rates were already 93% or greater. -

However, there was a significant increase in the intemet-based group in the percentage of
patients treated with pharmacotherapeutics according to the guidslines (85.3% versus 90.3%; p
= 0.04). There was a slight decrease in the live group.

Dr. Fordis concluded: "This study provides some of the first evidence that in addition to

enhancing physiclan knowledge, online continuing medical education can also improve patient
“m.»

JAMA 2006,254:1043-1061.
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